
2022 Mississippi District Council Assemblies of God 
E3 Conference/ District Council Minutes 

Cedar Lake Church, Biloxi, MS 
 

Missions Banquet 
May 3, 2022 

5:00 PM 
 
Host Pastor, Murphy Matheny welcomed all to Cedar Lake and the banquet. He offered prayer 
for the meal and instructions for the buffet, requesting all missionaries and those at the head table 
be served first. The meal was served by staff of the host church. 
 
Following the meal, Rev. Jody Gurley greeted everyone and asked the following district 
department directors to offer a brief greeting. Mack Clements, Mississippi Chi Alpha Director and 
his wife, Courtney gave greetings, followed by, Janice Davis, Mississippi Girl’s Ministries Director. 
Reference was made to the outstanding accomplishment of Coins for Kids, as the Mississippi 
District Girl’s Ministries placed number One (1) in the nation for giving. Applause was given. Next, 
Kristie Rodgers, Mississippi Women’s Ministries Director gave greetings. Matt Taylor, District 
Youth and CE Director also gave a brief greeting to those in attendance. 
 
Bro. Jody Gurley then thanked Rev. Jeff Dove, Fire Bible Executive Director, for sponsoring our 
Mission’s Banquet and covering all costs. He then spoke of the Kannada Fire Bible Project and 
the outstanding response of the Mississippi District. 
 
Bro. Jody Gurley invited Rev. Tim Bentley, Mississippi World Missionary to Macedonia, to present 
the project to plant ten (10) new churches in Macedonia within the next four (4) years. He stated 
that $10,000 US dollars will cover the cost of planting one (1) church in Macedonia. He petitioned 
those in attendance to consider partnering with them to finance this new project. 
 
Superintendent, Bob Wilburn returned to address those in attendance, speaking to the priority of 
missions within Mississippi and expressed appreciation for the district as it has rallied together to 
accomplish great things.  He then spoke to the project in Macedonia, stating that he and his wife, 
Sharon, plan to commit $10,000 to plant one of the churches in Macedonia. Bro. Wilburn also 
made a $ 10,000 commitment on behalf of the district. Others in attendance also made the same 
commitment until all ten (10) churches of the Macedonia project had full promise of commitment 
of funds. Superintendent Wilburn thanked all for their commitment to missions and the expression 
of faith for the Lord to meet the need. 
 
Bro. Jody Gurley returned to announce early dismissal and the start of the evening service. In 
closing, he asked both Bro. Wilburn and Bro. Emswiler to stand as he recognized them for their 
leadership to US and World Missions in Mississippi. 
 
Bro. Jody Gurley dismissed the service; praise and applause followed.  
 



 
Missions Celebration Service 

May 3, 2022 
6:30 PM 

 
The service opened with a video from General Superintendent, Doug Clay, after which Host 
Pastor, Murphy Matheny welcomed all to the service. 
 
A time of worship was led by Cedar Lake Church. Pastor Murphy Matheny welcomed those in 
attendance and led the congregation in prayer. He introduced District World Missions Director, 
Gene Emswiler, who continued the time of prayer by encouraging the congregation to “rest in the 
Lord”. 
 
Bro. Emswiler then referenced a booklet made available to all, which listed the Mississippi District 
US and World Missionaries. Following a greeting from Fire Bible Missionary, Rev. Edgar Reed, 
Bro. Emswiler introduced the evening’s guest speaker, Rev. Ron Maddox. 
 
Bro. Maddox shared a powerful missions message with the Council. He then turned the service  
to Rev. Jody Gurley, who again referenced the printed booklet distributed prior to the service. He 
stated the booklet contained Faith Promise forms for each Mississippi Missionary. He then called 
all Mississippi Missionaries to the platform. He introduced each missionary, sharing the immediate 
financial needs of each. Those in attendance were asked to consider making faith promises by 
completing the form and presenting it to the respective missionary. Those in attendance 
responded to the request for financial consideration of the Mississippi Missionaries by submitting 
their Faith Promise forms accordingly. Bro. Jody Gurley thanked all the Mississippi churches and 
ministers for their support of Mississippi Missions. He then turned the service to the District 
Superintendent, Bob Wilburn. 
 
Bro. Wilburn expressed deep appreciation for the ministers and churches of the district for 
responding to the financial needs of our Mississippi Missionaries and supporting the mission and 
vision God has placed upon their lives. 
 
Superintendent Wilburn closed the service with prayer.  
 
Following prayer, the service was dismissed. 
 
 

Ministry Celebration Service 
May 4, 2022 

7:00 PM 
 

The service opened with praise and worship lead by Cedar Lake Church. Pastor Murphy Matheny 
welcomed all to the service and encouraged everyone to continue to join in a time of worship. 
 
Following worship, District Secretary-Treasurer, Scott Davis greeted the council. Bro. Davis then 
transitioned the service to honor those ministers to be memorialized. He requested all family 
members of the mentioned minister to stand, with one family member coming forward to receive 



a memorial flag in their honor. The following ministers were mentioned in memoriam with a flag 
presented to the family by the District Superintendent, Bob Wilburn: Rev. Steve Badger, Rev. 
Justin Bumpas, Rev. Harrell Cook, Rev. Roy Lofton, Rev. Norman Sanders, Rev. J. P. Sherman, 
Rev. Duane Smith, Rev. Ruth Stone, Rev. Bobby Wright, and Rev. Derek Youngblood. 
 
Cedar Lake Worship Team led in “The Goodness of God” after which Bro. Davis offered prayer 
for the families of the memorialized ministers. Executive Presbyter, Rev. Keith Kirkwood made 
comments and led in receiving an offering for the expenses of the E-3 Conference. 
 
District Secretary/Treasurer, Scott Davis returned to the platform to lead in honoring ministers 
who had reached fifty (50) years of Ordained ministry in the Assemblies of God. Each honoree 
and spouse were requested to come forward to receive their honorary pin and certificate from the 
General Council Assemblies of God, presented by District Superintendent, Bob Wilburn. The 
following were honored: Rev. Gerald Branum, Rev. Jerry Paul Edwards, and Rev. David Warren. 
 
Bro. Davis then recognized newly credentialed ministers and those who had received an upgrade 
in their credential. Those recognized were Scottie Allen, Matt Milliman, Brian Wood, Rev. Lauren 
Pacey, Morgan Buompastore, Mike McLeod, Brody Myers, and Kaitlin Wilkerson.  
 
Assistant District Superintendent, Gene Emswiler then approached the platform to introduce the 
speaker for the evening service, District Superintendent, Bob Wilburn. Remarks expressing the 
contribution of Superintendent Wilburn to the Mississippi District were made, after which a 
standing ovation was given.  
 
Superintendent Wilburn began his message stating it would be in two (2) parts. The first part to 
be focused on Restoration. Superintendent Wilburn stated he wanted to pause the service for a 
time of prayer for those with discouragement and for those in spiritual battles that they would find 
Restoration, and clarity of vision. The Cedar Lake Worship Team lead in a time of worship while 
there was a powerful prayer time for those that responded and gathered at the front. 
 
Superintendent Wilburn then spoke to the second part of his message… Resolved. His text was 
Acts 20:17-24. He closed his message with a prayer of thanks to the Lord. He then turned the 
service back to District Secretary Treasurer, Scott Davis. 
 
Bro. Davis began the Ordination Service with an explanation of Ordination in the Assemblies of 
God. He then asked that the Ordinands along with their spouses, stand and make their way to 
the platform as their names were called. Bro. Davis shared biographical information on each one 
as District Superintendent, Bob Wilburn and his wife, Sharon presented their Certificate of 
Ordination and an engraved plaque. Janice Davis presented MS-SOM cords. The following were 
recognized: Rev. Nancy Dearman, Rev. Brenda Dickey, Rev. Mike Hale, Rev. Brenda Harrison, 
Rev. Chasity Johnson, Rev. Timothy Pace, Rev. Janora Reed, Rev. Jeremy Ulmer, and Rev. 
Justin Welford. As the Ordinands and spouses were standing, District Superintendent, Bob 
Wilburn then read the ministerial charge. The Presbytery placed the stole on each candidate as 
the Executive Presbytery and Presbytery Board all joined in the laying on of hands and prayer. 
Family members and others then joined these in offering prayer for the candidates.   
 



Following this time of prayer, and dismissal, the district hosted a reception for the Ordinands and 
their family members. 
 
 
 

Thursday Morning Service 
May 5, 2022 

10:00 AM 
 
 
The service began with praise and worship lead by the Cedar Lake Worship Team, after which 
the District Superintendent, Bob Wilburn greeted those in attendance, made brief 
announcements, and led in prayer. He then introduced the morning speaker, Rev. Jim Raley. 
 
Rev. Raley brought the morning’s message and lead in a time of response and prayer. He then 
returned the service to the District Superintendent, Bob Wilburn. 
 
Bro. Wilburn returned to the platform encouraging a continued time of prayer for our ministers, 
spouses and families. 
 
Superintendent Wilburn then asked Rev. Raley to lead the congregation in Communion; first with 
the bread and then the cup. Following the partaking of the elements, a time of prayer was had, 
first for those with physical needs, then financial needs. A time of praise ensued with prayer to 
the Lord, declaring a new anointing over the ministers and churches of the Mississippi District. 
 
Superintendent Wilburn returned to the platform and spoke specifically to the pressing needs of 
several ministers. Prayer was offered for those needs. A time of continued worship was had, with 
singing “Thank you, Jesus for the Blood Applied” lead by the Cedar Lake Worship Team. 
 
Superintendent Wilburn then requested all to return for the evening service with Bro. Jim Raley 
at 7:00 pm. He also directed all in attendance, to return at 2:00 pm for the Council’s Business 
Session. Instructions were also given for those attending the Senior Ministers’ Luncheon. 
 
Superintendent Wilburn lead in a closing prayer and the service was dismissed. 
 
 

Business Session 
Thursday May 5, 2022 

2:00 PM 
 

The Business Session was opened by District Superintendent Bob Wilburn, hereinafter referred 
to as the Chair, who called the meeting to order and declared the Council in session. 
 
The Chair requested the ushers and tellers be in place and gave the Roster Report as follows: 
126 credentialed ministers, 15 delegates, 141 Total Voting, 71 Visitors, 212 Total Registered. A 



motion was made, seconded, and carried to accept and close roster. Chair also recognized the 
Parliamentary Committee seated in front. 
 
Chair referenced the Annual Report and asked that copies be distributed to those needing one, 
along with a Letter of Financial Review from CPA Firm Windham and Lacey. Motion was made, 
seconded, and carried to dispense with the reading of the District Annual Report. 
 
Chair called on Secretary Treasurer, Scott Davis to present the 2021 District Financial Report. 
Bro. Davis presented, made comments, and addressed questions that were received prior to E-3 
regarding Restricted Management and Restricted Designated to offer clarity. Motion was made, 
seconded, and carried to accept the 2021 Financial Report. Following, the Chair thanked the 
Secretary Treasurer for his service to the district. Chair recognized Bro. Davis for a statement of 
praise to God for His provision throughout 2021. He then led the session in prayer thanking and 
praising God for His blessing upon the Mississippi District. 
 
Chair referenced the fact that we have no resolutions to consider or elections to conduct as part 
of our business this year. He then proceeded to recognize Executive Presbyter, Rev. Jody Gurley 
to offer a report from the District Study Committee. Bro. Gurley offered information related to a 
number of items being considered by the Study Committee that will be presented to the Executive 
Presbytery and District Presbytery for consideration. 
 
Following the Study Committee Report, the Chair recognized the District Departmental Leaders 
and commended them for their service. As time allowed, Royal Ranger District Commander, 
Kenny Richardson, Pastors Ryan and Amanda Hoover representing New Church Planting, Keith 
and Gladys Kirkwood newly appointed US Missionaries, and Darrell Worley representing the 
Delta Initiative, had opportunity to speak to the council. 
 
Chair then called on District Secretary Treasurer Scott Davis to read a prepared letter addressed 
to the District Executive Presbytery, District Presbytery, and Ministers of the Mississippi District 
Assemblies of God. The letter referenced the loan that was acquired on December 31, 2002, to 
fund the construction of a new District Office Building. The letter stated that the loan has been 
paid in full as of May 2022. Chair invited the Executive Presbytery to join he and the Secretary 
Treasurer to stand before the council as a note burning ceremony was conducted.  Praise and 
prayer were offered for God’s faithfulness and provision. 
 
Following the note burning, Chair stated there was no further business. A motion was made, 
seconded, and carried to adjourn the business session. 
 
 
 

Thursday Evening 
May 5, 2022 

7:00 PM 
 
The service began with worship led by Cedar Lake Church Worship Team. Pastor Bret Nettles 
opened the service, welcomed everyone, and led in prayer. 



 
Following worship, Superintendent Bob Wilburn made announcements and spoke of the great 
week of E-3 enjoyed by all in attendance. He then introduced the speaker for the evening, Pastor 
Jim Raley. 
 
Pastor Raley preached a powerful massage followed by an extended time of prayer of those 
responding to seek a renewal of the Holy Spirit’s power and anointing upon lives and ministry. 
 
District Superintendent Bob Wilburn concluded the service and the E-3 Conference with 
expressions of thanks and encouragement to all. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Scott Davis 
District Secretary Treasurer 
 
 
 
 


